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The celebratory cutting of the LISAvienna birthday cake. 
Fltr: Peter Halwachs, Sonja Hammerschmid, Hartmut Ehrlich, Renate Brauner, Michaela Fritz, Ulrike Unterer, Johannes Sarx

Celebrating ten years of LISAvienna - 
the Vienna life science cluster!

On sept. 13, 2012, a mild early autumnal day, 
over 350 anniversary guests gathered at the 
rinderhalle, neu Marx to celebrate the suc-
cess of the organisation over the past ten 
years.

Deputy Mayor renate Brauner attended the 
event as a well-wisher and highlighted the 
special importance of life sciences in Vienna 
with facts and figures, outlining the progress 
made over the past few years with the in-
volvement of lisavienna. “life sciences have 
made a huge leap forward in recent years.  
Vienna seized this opportunity - not only to 
gain recognition as a prime life science loca-
tion among international competitors, but also 
to achieve great success. a pivotal element 
of this success has been the huge commit-
ment shown by the lisavienna team”, said 
the Deputy Mayor in her celebratory speech.

During her opening speech, ulrike unterer, of 
the federal Ministry of economy, family and 
Youth, reminded the audience that the origins 
of lisavienna can be traced back to the in-
centive program “impulsprogramm Biotech-
nologie” initiated by the Ministry of econom-
ics and innovationsagentur in 1998.

lisavienna’s founder and rector of the uni-
versity of Veterinary Medicine Vienna, sonja 
Hammerschmid, highlighted the success fac-
tors in her celebratory speech: “a decisive 
factor is the support package tailored to the 
requirements of entrepreneurs, with short de-
cision-making processes and no bureaucratic 
hurdles. Only in this way can the region devel-
op in a sustainable and internationally com-
petitive way. Particularly during times of eco-
nomic uncertainty, policies need to be even 
more prepared to take an acyclic approach to 

absorb the repercussions of market failures.“
life science entrepreneur Joachim seipelt 
praised the good total package offered by the 
Vienna support agencies and the excellent 
networking between the life science compa-
nies based in Vienna.

as a representative of the global player  
Baxter, Harmut ehrlich, Vice President of  
Global r & D and Medical affairs Bioscience, 
discussed the advantages of Vienna as a re-
search location for international pharmaceuti-
cal companies and expressed clear requests 
to the political decision-makers: “increased 
investments are required into research fund-
ing and the education of highly qualified work-
ers to secure the Vienna region for the future“.

lisavienna Managing Director Peter  
Halwachs revealed the secret of the life sci-
ence location of Vienna. “in addition to the 
infrastructure created by the federal gov-
ernment and city of Vienna and the coordi-
nated funding and services provided by Zit, 
Wirtschaftsagentur, aws and ffG, Vienna is 
particularly characterized by its combination 
of excellent research establishments, innova-
tive small and medium-sized businesses and 
major international companies.“ Managing 
Director Johannes sarx discussed the signifi-
cance of lisavienna: “Over the past 10 years, 
we have held over 600 personal consultation 
meetings and have been able to welcome 
over 5,000 people at training and network 
events. the most important event next year is 
BiO-europe, europe´s largest biotechnology 
partnering event which, at the instigation of 
lisavienna, will take place in Vienna for the 
second time at the centre of the global sci-
ence community.“

the climax and simultaneous end of the pro-
gram was a visual look back over the evo-
lutionary history of the life science centre of 
Vienna, created by the “Verein zur förderung 
der Kunst von Visualisten, mediaOpera”.



Arab Health 2013
Dubai, January 28-31, 2013
www.arabhealthonline.com

BIO-Europe Spring® 2013
Barcelona, March 11-13, 2013
www.ebdgroup.com/bes

conhIT 
Berlin, April 09-11, 2013
www.conhit.de

BIO International Convention 
Chicago, April 22-25, 2013
convention.bio.org

BIO€quity Europe 2013
Stockholm, May 22-23, 2013
www.biocentury.com

eHealth 2013
Vienna, May 23-24, 2013
www.ehealth2013.at

Life Science Trip to South Korea 
Seoul, May 26-28, 2013

ChinaBio® Partnering Forum 2013
Beijing, May 29-30, 2013
www.ebdgroup.com/cbpf

BIO-Europe 2013
Vienna, November 4-6, 2013 
www.ebdgroup.com

MEDICA 2013
Düsseldorf, November 20-23, 2013
www.medica.de

8th Congress of the ECCO 
February 13-16, 2013
www.ecco-ibd.eu/ecco13/

ASTP annual conference 
May 22-24, 2013 
www.astp.net

MedicReS World Congress on 
Good Medical Research
June 13-15, 2013
www.ic2013.medicres.org

Viral Safety for Biologics 2013 
June 18-19, 2013 
www.informa-ls.com/event/viral13

 *) This list is not exhaustive – for more information, visit our   
   homepage: www.LISAvienna.at

Dear readers
a dynamic year is drawing to a close and this 
is reason enough to take a look back in review 
as well as a glance ahead into the future.

in september lisavienna celebrated its 10th 
anniversary with a vibrant event at which more 
than 350 high-ranking congratulators from 
home and abroad, from politics, commerce 
and science were welcomed (cover story). in 
the field of medical technology, two exciting 
Business seminars were held that attracted 
record numbers of participants. likewise the 
Business treff at DcX technologies was a 
success with numerous participants being 
approached by networking vigorously until 
late in the evening (p.8). the boom in medi-
cal technology could also be felt at the BOB 
(Best of Biotech). During Phase 2 a new record 
number of submissions in the medical technol-
ogy field was recorded, which showed in the 
award of prizes (p.6). fall 2012 was marked 
by international trade fairs. interested Viennese 
companies visited the World Medtech forum 
in lucerne, BiO-europe in Hamburg and also 
MeDica in Düsseldorf (p.4,6).

the start into the next year will be eventful 
with lisavienna visiting arab Health in Dubai 
as early as in January. March will be dedicated 
to BiO-europe spring®, which will take place 
in Barcelona and in april the BiO international 
convention in chicago will be visited as well. 
a further point of focus in 2013 will be the life 
science trip to south Korea and china, which 
is being prepared in cooperation with the 
chamber of commerce in Vienna and organ-
ized and managed by aDVantaGe austria, 
the official austrian internationalization agency 
and their offices in seoul and Beijing. the trip 
will be headed by the President Brigitte Jank. 

Doubtlessly one of the 2013 highlights is the 
BiO-europe, which is brought to Vienna for 
the second time by lisavienna. from novem-
ber 4 to 6 more than 3,000 decision-makers 

from the international life science community 
from over 1,800 life science enterprises in 50 
countries will visit Vienna to complete a high-
level networking marathon over three days. Be 
sure to mark the dates in your calendar!

enjoy reading the lisavienna newsletter!

Peter Halwachs and Johannes sarx
LISAvienna Managing Directors

LISAvienna services

Meet LISAvienna :editorial

Life Science Events in Vienna*

lisavienna provides a broad range of essen-
tial services free of charge to entrepreneurs, 
investors and researchers in austria’s largest 
life science location:

    Consulting – contacts and advice on 
financing and subsidies, infrastructure, tech-
nology competences and collaborations, hu-
man resources as well as internationalization

    Marketing – Positioning Vienna as a 
significant research and business location at 
international trade fairs and providing infor-
mation about the life sciences in Vienna in  
the local and national media

    Qualification – life science related 
seminars for entrepreneurs, researchers and 
students on the market and regulatory envi-
ronment, legal aspects as well as financing 
and organization

    Networking – setting up and strengthen-
ing networks in the life science community 
with the aim of fostering fruitful exchanges  
of ideas and experiences

    Knowledge – Preparation of analyses, 
background papers and studies on the stra-
tegic development and positioning of Vienna 
as a life science location

::  

::

::

::

::

 Peter Halwachs                           Johannes Sarx



Life Science Events in Vienna*

BIO-Europe 2012
LISAvienna and LISA present Austrian biotech innovative power at Europe’s largest partnering conference
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the austrian life science scene introduced 
itself at europe’s leading biotechnology con-
ference with a record number of 46 domestic 
companies, universities and research insti-
tutes of which 29 were from Vienna alone. 
the lisa pavilion was organized this year as 
well by the cluster organization lisavienna. 
the life science location Vienna, as in previ-
ous years, was able to set its mark with inno-
vative ideas, well-educated staff and excellent 
funding landscape. Besides the pharmaceuti-

Fltr: Johannes Sarx, Renate Brauner, Hinrich Habeck, Hans Fabian Kruse

cal giants Baxter and Boehringer ingelheim, 
established Viennese enterprises such as  
affiris, apeiron, Hookipa and savira as well 
as research institutes such as the ait – aus-
trian institute of technology and iMBa – in-
stitute of Molecular Biotechnology, were also 
present this year. 

as the host sponsor of the BiO-europe 2013, 
lisavienna also organized this year’s closing 
reception at which Vienna‘s Deputy Mayor 

renate Brauner gave the welcoming address 
and accepted the symbolic hand-over of the 
fair from Hamburg to Vienna: “the life science 
location Vienna is a true success story. One 
thing is clear from its development: the eco-
nomic and research policy decision by the 
city of Vienna to fully draw on a segment with 
high potential, such as life sciences, not only 
represents a unique opportunity on the whole 
for our city. it is also a great opportunity for 
a small country such as austria to advance 
from being recognized to being successful in 
the international competition among business 
locations. therefore, i am particularly happy 
that Vienna will have the opportunity in 2013 
to organize the largest partnering conference, 
the BiO-europe, for a second time.” the 
event took place on the last day of the fair 
and was sponsored by the austrian Business 
agency (aBa). 

Outlook on the BIO-Europe 2013 
as the host sponsor for the BiO-europe 
2013, the Vienna life science cluster organi-
zation lisavienna has attracted the largest 
partnering event in the biotechnology field to 
come to Vienna again after just four years. 
the BiO-europe 2013 will take place from 
november 4 to 6. Be sure to save the date!

from november 14 to 17 the international 
trade fair MeDica took place in Düsseldorf. 
lisavienna participated to learn more about 
the latest developments and trends in the 
medical technology industry. the MeDica 

is a world trade fair in the health and medi-
cal technology sector attracting some 4,500 
professional visitors each year. austrian com-
panies traditionally use MeDica as a platform 
for meeting their international distributors, as 
a forum for advertising new technologies and 
innovations, and as an ideal instrument for 
worldwide competition and market observa-
tion. Growth guarantors in medical technol-
ogy are the increasing awareness of health is-
sues, medical progress and an aging society. 

in total 63 austrian companies and institutes 
were presented at the MeDica in Düsseldorf 
exhibiting their products and services. among 

MEDICA 2012
LISAvienna at the largest medical technology trade fair worldwide

© christina Koerte

them were 12 Viennese companies, almost 
half of which operate in the iV diagnostics 
segment. all austrian participants were listed 
in a directory of exhibitors and excelled at the 
fair because of their outstanding quality. 

as a tradition, lisavienna invites the aus-
trian and Viennese medtech exhibitors to a 
networking dinner on the first evening of the 
fair. forty participants enjoyed an evening of 
intense discussions at the liDO restaurant at 
Düsseldorf Medienhafen. 

the next MeDica will take place from  
november 20 to 23, 2013.



News Release +++ company  
Miracor’s PICSO® system show potential to treat 
severe heart attack (STEMI) patients 
December 4, 2012 - Miracor Medical systems GmbH 
announced today that the Journal of interventional 
cardiology has published the clinical results of 10 
patients enrolled in its “Prepare PicsO®” non-ran-
domized safety and feasibility study. these patients 
were treated using PicsO® (Pressure-controlled in-
termittent coronary sinus Occlusion) following pri-
mary Pci (percutaneous coronary intervention, or 
angioplasty) in stable angina patients. Principal in-
vestigator of the study was Prof. Dr. med. Jan Piek 
and first author was Dr. tim van de Hoef both at the 
academic Medical center, amsterdam, netherlands.
www.miracormedical.com

---
APEIRON Biologics estabishes Biotech-Spinoff 
Attoquant Diagnostics
December 4, 2012 - Vienna-based biotech company 
aPeirOn Biologics aG (apeiron) today announced 
the establishment of a subsidiary that will globally 
commercialize the peptide analytics service ras-fin-
gerprinttM which has been developed by apeiron and 
already marketed successfully. attoquant Diagnostics 
GmbH (attoquant) has been founded specifically for 
that purpose and will also be responsible for further 
development of the technology platform as well as 
the extension of the product range.

attoquant offers a globally unique technology to 
measure and quantify all peptides of the renin angi-
otensin system (ras) from blood and various tissues 
with extraordinary sensitivity. these peptides play a 
key role e.g. for the regulation of blood pressure, wa-
ter balance as well as acute and chronic inflamma-
tion. the simultaneous and precise analytical assess-
ment of the entirety of these peptides is worldwide 
unique and was termed ras-fingerprinttM. this novel 
technology may be used for a more targeted appli-
cation of drugs that lower high blood pressure or to 
newly develop such medications by rational design. 
Moreover, the ras-fingerprinttM allows for a better 
understanding of prevention and treatment of cardio-
vascular and renal diseases and has great potential 
as a diagnostic and therapeutic biomarker in general. 
attoquant is also working on extensions of the meth-
odology and is offering client-specific analytics.
www.attoquant.com

---
Marinomed Granted Chinese Patent for  
Antiviral Polymer
november 19, 2012 - Marinomed Biotechnologie 
GmbH, a company focused on the development of 
innovative therapies for respiratory diseases, today 
announced that it has been granted chinese Patent 
no. cn101678040, entitled ‘antiviral polymer’, by the 
chinese patent office. the patent covers the use of a 
specific polymer for the prevention and treatment of 
rhinovirus infections.
www.marinomed.com

Haplogen partners with Evotec to develop drugs 
for infectious diseases 
november 15, 2012 - Haplogen GmbH and evotec 
aG (frankfurt stock exchange: eVt, tecDaX) have 
signed a collaboration agreement to discover and 
develop small molecules against viral infectious dis-
eases. under the agreement, Haplogen and evotec 
will co-develop drugs against a human protein that 
is essential for pathogenic viruses to infect their host 
cell. this protein was discovered by Haplogen’s pow-
erful proprietary technology to identify host factors 
for infectious human pathogens. evotec will further 
develop Haplogen’s lead compounds and apply its 
drug discovery platform to find additional small mol-
ecule inhibitors. 
www.haplogen.at

---
Lexogen launches strand-specific mRNA-Seq 
sample prep kit
november 13, 2012 – lexogen, a Vienna-based tran-
scriptomics and next generation sequencing (nGs) 
company, recently announced the launch of a new 
nGs sample prep kit. the sense mrna-seq kit uti-
lizes the company’s proprietary strand-displacement 
stop/ligation technology to generate libraries which 
are orders of magnitude more strand-specific than 
alternatives. the magnetic bead-based kit is pre-
sented as a complete nGs library prep solution and 
integrates a variety of essential features into a single 
fast and efficient protocol. the company is currently 
directing efforts towards automating the method for 
use with high-throughput platforms, and plans to re-
lease additional formats starting Q1 2013.
www.lexogen.com

---
ViruSure: RCC Announces Marketing Partnership 
with ViruSure for India
October 23, 2012 - Offering Biosafety testing exper-
tise for india´s Biopharmaceutical companies. 
rcc laboratories (www.rccltd.in), a leading contract 
research organization providing preclinical and safety 
toxicology & chemical testing globally and Virusure 
GmbH announced today their partnership to market 
the services of Virusure in india. through this part-
nership rcc will act as a sole agent for promoting 
Virusure services in india.
www.virusure.com

---
EUCODIS: Quality management system ISO9001: 
2008 certificate received 
september 21, 2012 - eucODis Bioscience 
is pleased to announce the attainment of an 
isO9001:2008 certified Quality Management system. 
the international Organization for standardization 
issues standards that list requirements to achieve 
competence for Quality Management systems in 
the isO9001 standard. “We are delighted to receive 
this international Quality certificate from the tÜV 
sÜD certification body”, states rumman syed, ceO 
of eucodis Bioscience. “it gives us the opportunity 
to assure reproducible and stringent quality and to 
continually improve the quality of our products and 
services to satisfy our customers”.
www.eucodisbioscience.com

Hookipa is awarded a grant from the Austrian  
Research Promotion Agency
september 18, 2012 - Hookipa Biotech aG, an aus-
trian based biotech company today announced the 
award of a grant from the austrian research Promo-
tion agency (forschungs-förderungs-Gesellschaft, 
ffG), the leading public funding agency for trans-
lational research in austria. the grant will support 
the development of HB101, a vaccine against a 
persistent viral infection in humans - a major unmet 
medical need. the support from ffG for the first year 
amounts to eur 1.64 million; additional funding of up 
to 70% of the total project costs is expected in the 
next three years.
www.hookipabiotech.com

---
Intercell’s partner Biological E. Ltd. launches  
Japanese Encephalitis vaccine JEEV® in India
september 13, 2012 – intercell aG (Vse: icll) today 
announced that its partner Biological e. ltd. launched 
the product JeeV® – a vaccine to protect children and 
adults from Japanese encephalitis (Je) – in india. the 
vaccine, manufactured by Biological e. ltd. at its fa-
cility in Hyderabad and based on intercell’s technol-
ogy was approved by the Drugs controller General 
of india (DcGi).
www.intercell.com

---
Arsanis expands its anti-infective monoclonal 
antibody programs with additional grant support
september 10, 2012 – arsanis Biosciences GmbH, 
an early stage biotechnology company developing 
anti-infective human monoclonal antibodies, today 
announced the award of two major grants for the 
development of monoclonal antibody therapeutics 
against nosocomial infections. 
Both grant supports involve the austrian research 
Promotion agency (Österr. forschungsförderungs 
GmbH or “ffG”), the leading public funding agency 
for applied research in austria. an eur 1.54 million 
ffG support, is given for the 2nd year of a 4-year 
“Basisprogramm” project with a total budget of eur 
12.5 million (with up to 70% funding). a eurOstars 
grant with eur 4.55 million - mainly funded by na-
tional agencies - is awarded to the KleBsicure 
consortium with arsanis as consortium leader, and 
Gatc GmbH (constance, Germany), the Max Planck 
institute for infectious Biology (Berlin, Germany) and 
the ludwik Hirszfeld institute of immunology and ex-
perimental therapy (Wroclaw, Poland) as consortium 
members.
www.arsanis.com
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News Release +++ academia  
MedUni Vienna: Epilepsy in children: surgery 
can eliminate the need for medication 
november 19, 2012 - around one in every hundred 
people worldwide is affected by epilepsy, with 40 
per cent of them developing the condition before 
the age of 15. if patients with epileptic fits do not 
respond to antiepileptic drugs, epilepsy surgery can 
be used to remove the part of the brain that is re-
sponsible for the fits so that the patient can be free 
of them. afterwards, the prompt discontinuation of 
medication is of significant therapeutic interest. until 
now, it was not known when the most favourable 
time was for this without running an increased risk of 
further fits. now, an international team of research-
ers, with collaboration from the Meduni Vienna, has 
discovered that discontinuing medication even im-
mediately after the operation represents a promising 
approach.
www.meduniwien.ac.at

---
MedUni Vienna: Dermatitis could be suppressed 
as it develops
november 7, 2012 - excessive immune reactions 
against the body’s own skin cells can lead to painful 
and even chronic dermatitis. an international team 
of researchers at the Meduni Vienna, the Meduni 
Graz and the salk institute in california, led by Her-
bert strobl, has now unencrypted the mechanism 
that contributes towards this unwanted autoim-
mune reaction being suppressed. this may in future 
lead to common conditions such as chronic allergic 
dermatitis or psoriasis being halted as they develop 
and treated.
www.meduniwien.ac.at

---
AIT gains K-Project
november 7, 2012 - cO Met subsidizes 1.7 million 
euros ait-project. the ait austrian institute of tech-
nology gains funds from the cOMet program for 
the OptiBioMat project. in the next three years ait-
researchers will work on the use of medical implants 
based on magnesium. the success of the project 
and the realization of the research results shall be 
based on a close cooperation with the industry. 
www.ait.ac.at

---
TU Vienna: Electron Microscopes With a Twist
november 5, 2012 - Vortex beams, rotating like a 
tornado, offer completely new possibilities for elec-
tron microscopy. a method of producing extremely 
intense vortex beams has been discovered at the 
Vienna university of technology (tu Vienna).
nowadays, electron microscopes are an essential 
tool, especially in the field of materials science. at 
tu Vienna, electron beams are being created that 
possess an inner rotation, similarly to a tornado. 
these “vortex beams” cannot only be used to dis-
play objects, but to investigate material-specific 
properties - with precision on a nanometer scale. a 
new breakthrough in research now allows scientists 
to produce much more intense vortex beams than 
ever before.
www.tuwien.ac.at
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IMBA: Breast cancer advance wins IMBA 
$7.4m US award
October 22, 2012 - a new approach to possible 
future prevention of breast cancer and slowing the 
spread of tumours has won austrian researcher 
Josef Penninger, director of the institute of Mo-
lecular Biotechnology of the austrian academy of  
sciences (iMBa) in Vienna, a $7.4 million innovator’s 
award to continue his research, from the usa’s con-
gressionally Directed Medical research Program.
www.imba.oeaw.ac.at

---
Vetmeduni Vienna: Directing change: how do 
they do it?
October 19, 2012 - since 1859, when Darwin’s 
classic work “On the Origin of species” was pub-
lished, we have known that populations change over 
the course of time.  the ability to adapt to changing 
surroundings is the basis for evolution and is cru-
cial for animals and plants to come to terms with 
new environmental conditions, for example as a 
consequence of climate change. Despite the obvi-
ous importance of the process, however, we still 
do not understand the underlying mechanisms. it is 
clear that organisms change their Dna in response 
to selection pressures. But how? important clues 
come from the work of Pablo Orozco-terWengel in 
the group of christian schlötterer at the university 
of Veterinary Medicine, Vienna. the results are pub-
lished in the current issue of the journal “Molecular 
ecology”.
www.vetmeduni.ac.at

---
LBI CR: Research in animal model identifies new 
lymphoma treatment
October 18, 2012 - scientists of the ludwig Boltz-
mann institute for cancer research (lBi cr) lead 
by assoc. Prof. lukas Kenner have now analysed 
the anaplastic large cell lymphoma (alcl). While 
this disease remained problematic to cure in many 
patients, the researchers have now suggested a 
new treatment, which already proved lifesaving for 
the first patient. their research based on an animal 
model of the disease revealed PDGfr as a central 
signal integrator. strikingly, a patient suffering from 
alcl without any other treatment option benefitted 
from PDGfr inhibition and survived without any re-
currence of the tumour for 22 month. Without this 
treatment the patient would not have survived, but 
now is back at work. the results have recently been 
described in the prestigious journal “nature Medi-
cine”.
www.lbg.ac.at

---
IMP: How the brain forms categories
October 18, 2012 - How the brain forms categories 
neurobiologists at the research institute of Molecu-
lar Pathology (iMP) in Vienna investigated how the 
brain is able to group external stimuli into stable 
categories. they found the answer in the discrete 
dynamics of neuronal circuits. the journal neuron 
publishes the results in its current issue.
www.imp.univie.ac.at

MedUni Vienna: Lymphoma cancer: wom-
en respond better to treatment with  
antibodies than men
October 10, 2012 - Women respond much bet-
ter than men to the treatment of chronic follicular 
lymphoma with a monoclonal antibody that tar-
gets cD20 (rituximab). these are the findings of a 
multi-centre, austria-wide study by the arbeitsge-
meinschaft medikamentöse tumortherapie (aGMt) 
carried out under the supervision of the university 
Department of internal Medicine i and study leader 
ulrich Jäger, which has now been published in the 
highly respected journal “Haematologica”. it was 
also discovered that the volume of lymphoma cells 
has an important role to play. 
www.meduniwien.ac.at

---
CeMM: Winter et al.: Understanding off-tar-
get synergy for kinase inhibitors against drug  
resistant CML
september 30, 2012 - the off-target activity of two 
drugs that target an oncogene, called Bcr-aBl,  
explains their synergistic and selective ability to in-
duce cell death in gatekeeper mutated chronic my-
eloid leukemia (cMl) cells. the findings of scientists 
in the research groups of ceMM scientific Director 
Giulio superti-furga, Keiryn l. Bennett (Mass spec-
trometry), and Jacques colinge (Bioinformatics) 
together with research group of forest M. White, 
Massachusetts institute of technology, cambridge, 
Massachusetts and colleagues of the Medical uni-
versity of Vienna, esp. Peter Valent and Martin Bil-
ban have been published online on september 30th, 
2012, in nature chemical Biology.
www.cemm.oeaw.ac.at

---
MedUni Vienna: Brain tumours: artificial stimu-
lation of the immune system could mean less  
aggressive treatments
september 25, 2012 - Brain metastases are com-
mon secondary complications of other types of 
cancer, particularly lung, breast and skin cancer. 
the body’s own immune response in the brain is 
rendered powerless in the fight against these me-
tastases by inflammatory reactions. researchers at 
the Meduni Vienna have now, for the first time, pre-
cisely characterised the brain’s immune response to 
infiltrating metastases. this could pave the way to 
the development of new, less aggressive treatment 
options.
www.meduniwien.ac.at

---
IMP: The Biology of Emotions
september 11, 2012 - neurobiologist Wulf Hauben-
sak, Group leader at the research institute of Mo-
lecular Pathology (iMP) in Vienna, has been award-
ed one of the prestigious starting Grants by the  
european research council erc. the grant is worth 
1.5 Million euros and will support an ambitious 
project to explore the neural basis of emotions.
www.imp.ac.at



Best of Biotech confers the Medtech 
award “Das goldene Wiener Herz” 
for a second time

Two teams from Vienna win in an international business plan competition 

Vienna, October 18, 2012 - the international 
life science business plan competition – Best 
of Biotech, financed by the federal Ministry 
of economics and organized by the austrian 
federal funding bank, austria wirtschaftsserv-
ice (aws), registered a record number of par-
ticipants in the current round: 26 teams par-
ticipated in the final phase of the two-staged 
competition - 7 of these teams had their focus 
on medtech. More than half of the participants 
came from austria. three winning teams from 
austria outperformed their international com-
petitors and convinced the expert panel in 
the final presentation. the entrepreneurial 
talents received prize money of 40,000 euros 
in total – sponsored by Boehringer ingelheim,  
affiris and the tiroler standortagentur. 

the Medtech award “Das goldene Wiener 
Herz” went to “Hand in scan”, a Hungarian 
team, and was awarded for the second time 
by the cluster organization lisavienna. “Hand 
in scan” develops, validates and commercial-
izes hand hygiene for the direct and objective 
evaluation of hand washing by means of dig-
ital imaging technology. two Viennese teams 
won the 2nd and 3rd prizes of the interna-

tional business plan competition. the second 
place went to siMcharacters, which breaks 
new ground in the development of small train-
ing simulators and combines know-how in the 
medical area, lifelike anatomy and high-class 
animation technology. the third place went to 
eveliQure, a recently founded Vienna based 
biotech company focusing on the develop-
ment of live attenuated bacterial vaccines for 

the prevention of diarrheal diseases. the first 
prize was awarded to the young biotechnol-
ogy company Vira therapeutics, focusing on 
oncolytic virus.
 
www.bestofbiotech.at
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the first World Medtech forum (WMtf) 
took place from september 25 to 27, 2012 
in lucerne, switzerland. the WMtf offered 
a newly developed concept consisting of 
congress, partnering meeting and trade fair. 
around 3,200 visitors attended the event. 
lisavienna was represented together with 
three other austrian life science clusters and 
two medtech companies as well as aDVan-
taGe austria and the austrian Business 
agency (aBa) in one shared pavilion un-
der the umbrella organization lisa. the fair 

brought together a mix from the international 
supplier scene with 250 exhibitors and the 
latest developments in swiss medtech re-
search and as such displayed the full spec-
trum of exciting innovations in medical tech-
nology along the value added chain. the main 
attractions were the fascinating lectures at 
speakers corner, the swiss lounge and the 
center of attention. 

lisavienna presented itself at the first inter-
national cluster meeting under the auspices 

World Medtech Forum lucerne
of the Medical cluster switzerland as part of 
a cluster promotional project with the stan-
dortagentur tirol. another highlight was the 
opening of the 2-day market sounding jour-
ney “swiss innovation - Medtech of central 
switzerland” by the austrian foreign trade 
center Bern & Zurich, beginning with lectures 
(swissDrG, iMs consulting Group, You can 
Biz), and culminating in a reception at the 
lisa pavilion.

Fltr: Johannes Sarx, Peter Halwachs, Nina Sallacz-Berger, Tamas Haidegger, Melinda Nagy, Reinhold Mitterlehner 

© rauchecker -cardamom



Success Story 
100 years of carl reiner

The medical technology company Carl Reiner is celebrating its centennial anniversary in 2012. This provides a special occasion 
to take a closer look at the success story of the Viennese company.

the company name carl reiner GmbH 
stands for many years of tradition of the fam-
ily business, which was founded in 1912 and 
produces medical instruments. this busi-
ness segment continues to be a small unit at 
the company in the present day, but it has 
not been at the core of operations for many 
years. as the exclusive representative of nu-
merous manufacturers at home and abroad, 
carl reiner has become a flourishing com-
mercial enterprise over the years, which first 
conquered the domestic and then the global 
market. Owing to innovative problem solving 
and investment in research and development, 
the company was highly successful with their 
own products. in 2006 carl reiner not only 
attained technological leadership in the seg-
ment of jet ventilation by virtue of the micro-
processor-controlled, superimposed high-fre-
quency jet respiration device twinstreamtM, 
but also established its company successfully 
in the international market. the success of 
twinstreamtM in addition revitalized the seg-
ment of surgical instruments manufacturing, 
which had long been thought to be passé. to 
the contrary, carl reiner now trains appren-
tices again in this venerable discipline. 
Based on the company’s many years of ex-
perience and worldwide competency, the 
planning of whole medical facilities and the 
installation of integrated system solutions has 
thereby opened up another field of business. 

About TwinStreamTM 
the twinstreamtM is the first microprocessor 
controlled superimposed high-frequency jet 
respirator and offers a completely new stand-
ard in jet ventilation technology. facilitated by 
the optimized fluidic technology of the pat-
ented jet endoscope and accessories in com-
bination with the jet respirator, the system 
guarantees safety in all areas of jet-assisted 
respiration and for all patient categories. it 
has two separate or simultaneously-working 
ventilation parts and allows ventilation on two 
different pressure levels plus tubeless respira-
tion. this means there is no tube or jet cath-
eter that might obstruct the surgeon during 
surgery and the operative area is not con-
stricted. also any potential fire hazard is ruled 
out as there are no combustible materials in 
the respiratory tract, thus enabling sufficient 
ventilation without time limits. 

By implementing the TwinStream Global 
Connectivity in the existing system, carl 
reiner took a leap into the future. further 
development of the system in terms of dig-
ital data processing and networking has 
achieved a flexible integration into the Patient 
Data Management system (PDMs). the chal-
lenge was to be able to communicate with 
different hospital management systems and 
allow digital data logging and especially the 
exchange of data. this exciting project re-
ceived support from the promotional program 
innovation of Zit – the technology agency of 
the city of Vienna. With the implementation 
of Global connectivity, carl reiner GmbH is 
now in a position to solidify its position in the 
intensive care unit market sector. 

after 100 years, carl reiner’s continuously 
successful market presence, and more so 
its claim to technology leadership, is largely 
owed to the very good relations with its cus-
tomers. this factor in the company’s suc-
cess has seen it through the lackluster 1980s 
when hospital budgets were substantially 
lowered due to the establishment of purchas-
ing departments for the streamlining of medi-
cal technology products purchases. 

carl reiner’s ceO Peter rossegger explains 
the company’s long-term success by the fact 
that customer-oriented work is the top prior-
ity at the company with long tradition: “at any 

time our customers can rely on our 100% 
commitment to them. if there is a problem 
with our own products or also with products 
of foreign manufacturers, we try to help as 
quickly as possible without the red tape. the 
solution to the problem is always our prime 
concern.” 

the fact that carl reiner can respond fast 
and flexible to its customers’ requests can be 
attributed to the company’s lean size and the 
international business location at the heart of 
europe. 30 committed employees and the 
excellent location in the vicinity of Vienna’s 
Medical university have provided carl reiner 
with brilliant conditions for success.

today carl reiner already earns 35% of its 
turnover from its own twinstreamtM product 
and this trend is rising. it is worth tapping new 
markets such as america and china in the 
future to expedite the further development of 
its own products and the ongoing expansion 
of its medical product portfolio. it can be said 
with certainty: carl reiner will remain a key 
player in medical technology and influence it 
sustainably.

www.carlreiner.at
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LISAvienna Business Seminar 
Strategic planning in the development of 
medicinal products: from clinical trial and 
evaluation to HTA and reimbursement
On september 20, lisavienna invited to its 
Business seminar and 54 participants from 
46 enterprises and organizations followed the 
call. Valuable information was provided in four 
lectures on the topic of the individual stag-
es in the development of a medical device. 
Wolfgang ecker, Manager of Department iii/3 
for drugs and medical devices at the federal 
Ministry for Health highlighted in his lecture 
“clinical trial and evaluation“ the fundamen-
tal requirements for the approval of a medical 
device. in addition, the audience gained a first 
insight into the imminent revision of the Medi-
cal Device Directives. claudia Wild, institute 
Director at the ludwig Boltzmann institute for 
Health technology assessment in Vienna il-
lustrated by means of examples how the Hta 
is used as an aid in scientific decision-making 
for effective and efficient use of resources in 
the provision of medical care. Jon H. Hoem, 

ceO of the Vienna based company Miracor 
Medical systems GmbH, demonstrated by 
means of practical examples in his lecture, 
the different stages in the development of 
PicsO® technology and at the same time 
examined particular hurdles that had to be 
overcome by the start-up company in the 
process. Martin schmid, founder and ceO of 
the company en.co.tec schmid KG explained 
how to go about strategically planning the de-
velopment process of a medical device at an 
early stage against a background of regula-
tory requirements. 
after intense discussions with the presenter, 
the Business seminar ended with casual net-
working over sandwiches and Viennese wine.

LISAvienna Business Treff
At Biomedica Group & Braincon 
Handels-GmbH
On October 24, twenty-three participants 
representing 14 companies gained an insight 
into the r&D and marketing activities of the 
two Viennese companies Braincon Handels-

GmbH and Biomedica Group. after the pres-
entation of both companies, the newly devel-
oped DcXpert of aMs Braincon for room and 
surface disinfection that is used for prevent-
ing nosocomial infections in hospitals was at 
center stage.

the joint venture DcX technologies GmbH 
was specifically founded for distribution and 
services and professional advice with equal 
contributions from Braincon and Biomedica. 
Both companies want to combine their know-
how for international sales and marketing and 
the future development of DcXpert. the in-
troduction of the companies was followed by 
a very productive discussion engaging the 
participants as well as the hosts and ceOs 
Dr. stefan Marenzi (Biomedica), Dr. Bernhard 
Küenburg (Biomedica and DcX technologies) 
and Davul ljuhar (Braincon). the network-
ing in subsequence was accompanied by a 
practical product presentation of the DcXpert 
while beverages and snacks were served.

LISAvienna events review
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MESSE WIEN EXHIBITON & CONGRESS CENTER

BIO-Europe® is Europe’s largest partnering conference, serving the global 
 biotechnology  industry. The conference annually attracts international leaders from 
biotech, pharma and  fi nance along with the most promising start-ups and emerging 
companies. It is the “must  attend” event for getting business done in the biotech 
industry. 

Featuring EBD Group’s sophisticated, web-based partnering system, 
 partneringONE®, the event enables delegates to effi ciently identify, meet and get 
partnerships started with companies across the life science value chain. In  addition 
to productive partnering, BIO-Europe offers high level workshops,  panels,  company 
presentations and a lively exhibition.

Find out more: www.ebdgroup.com/bioeurope

B U I L D I N G  VA L U E  T H RO U G H  PA RT N E R S H I P S

2013  19TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL 

PARTNERING CONFERENCE 2013
BIO-EUROPE®
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